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Advertising Procedure 
Newsletter Deadline 

 

Ads must be prepaid to ñABATE of Floridaò and submitted no later 
than the same time as the board meetings! to make the next 
monthôs issue.  The advertiser is responsible for all copy and ad 
changes.  Any non-camera ready ads submitted will be coordi-

nated on a case by case basis. The new ad can be developed and 
designed by the chapter for a minimal charge. 

Prez Report 2 Plastic Designs 11 

Vice Prez Report 4 PR Report 12 

PIP Printing 4 Charlies Auto Repair 12 

Long Doggers 4 Basically Facial 12 

Tempist Cycles 5 GT Motors 12 

Listers Auto 5 Ferraras Garage 12 

Sinclair Law 6 HTC 13 
 

Secretaries Report 6-7 Tempest Cycles 14 

Wids  7 Legis Report 15 

Kinjes 7 UNOS 15 

Chaplin 9 Fergusons 15 

BSB 10 Malabar Auto 15 

OASIS 10 Malabar Mufflers 16 

Membership 10 Cig Depot 16 

Safety 11 Dog house 16 

Jokes 11 Sgt. @ Arms Report 16 

Holiday Express 11 Ferraras 17 

NokOutFlorida 11   

2 Wheeler Tiers 11   

  
 
 
 HI to all the Members of Abate Independence Chapter, 
other Chapters and MC Club out there that reading our newslet-
ter each Month. We as Motorcyclist need to get together and 
spend our time together at Runs, Events, or just plain Rides. We 
also have to get together and plan this stuff so weôre not doing 
thing all the same weekends, this way we can get to know and 
enjoy each other more. I know I've be Lax'd on this with my Back 
surgery so i promise to get out there more, I hope you all do the 
same. February is a month for ABATE on the 10,11,12,an13th 
this is our Freedom Ride on the State Capital and our chance to 
visit our congress people and see if we can get them to see 
thing our way, it is also our Februaryôs State Meeting in Monti-
cello FL.. I know it will probably be cold up there but we like to 
see all the Bikes and Bike Rides help the cause. If we don't fight  
for our rights as Bikers then who will. Do you want to go back to 
Helmets, Soft sounding Exhaust Systems and other stupid rules, 
if not, them help us out. Get your selves up there and tell them in 
a nice way what kind of rule you what passed and not passed, 
lets Get' er Done. Now on the home page the Board is not 
please with the chapters attendance at Bike Nights and Poker 
Runs and Meeting, for a Chapter with 550 members where the H 
are you. To keep this Chapter going we need you Support, You 
Joined Abate for a reason, now lets get out here and show up 
for the Cause, we need your help to run thing and your ideas to 
move ahead in our Bikers day and age. So lets get off your "A"s 
and help your fellow Bikers out, and this means you. Now on the 
18th and 19th we will have an overnight run to Old town for your 
enjoyment. "T" 
your V.P. and 
our Road Cap-
tain have this 
plan out and 
hope to see a lot 
of members out 
to enjoy this 
weekend. Hope 
to see you there. 
If not there are a 
couple other 
events that 
weekend, get 
out and do 
something, right 
or wrong.    Well 
that's enough for now  

The Next Board meeting will be: 

 

Feb / 21 / 2012 

 

 

The Next Chapter Gen. Meeting will be: 

 

Feb  / 28 / 2012 

ABATE ñIndependence Chapterò Membership, Products and Safety Infor-

mation are always Available FOR MORE INFORMATION or to VOLUN-

TEER call:  

President Grumpy @ 321-863-5223 

Donations to ABATE of Florida, Inc. are not deductible for Federal Income 

Tax purposes. 

Abate of Florida; Inc. does not condone drinking and driving. 

ABATE INDEPENDENCE CHAPTER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT 
ANY CONTENT POSTED IN THIS  PUBLICATION. 
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  Identification Statement  
 

PUBLICATION TITLE: 

The Independence Report 
ISSUE DATE: 

Feb 2012 
STATEMENT OF FREQUENCY: 

Published Monthly 
NAME & ADDRESS: 

ABATE of Florida, Inc.  
Independence Chapter 

P.O.  Box, 410932 
Melbourne, FL 32941-0932 

 

Issue No.  179 

How does abate accomplish its goals? 

ABATE of Florida Inc. is a non-profit,  grassroots political  

corporation composed of local chapters that have been organ-

ized by motorcyclists, to promote a positive image through 

local, civic, charitable and benevolent causes; pooling  

resources for the common benefit of the members and  

promoting political awareness. ABATE exists to monitor  

legislation and testifies in your behalf during Senate and 

House hearings. ABATE collects, processes and exchanges  

information that may concern you or substantiate our views 

and places it in your hands through a newsletter or by other 

means of  communication. 

Who can join and why? 

Any individual 18 years or older interested in motorcycle 

rights, regardless of their race, sex or club affiliation. It  

doesnôt matter what you ride or even if you ride. To join 

ABATE ensures YOUR opinion on motorcycle laws will be 

heard. 

Membership benefits: 

As a member of ABATE you may  receive discounts on 

products such as: 

   *Motorcycle parts and accessories (from participating deal-

ers) 

   * ABATE runs, events and functions  

   * Motorcycle safety school for endorsements on your  

Florida license. 

   * You also receive a STATE and CHAPTER newsletter. 

Newsletter Disclaimer: 

This publication exists to inform its readers of legislation, 

events and activities pertinent to motorcycle enthusiasts con-

cerned with freedom of choice. We encourage submissions to 

be in good taste, true in content, and free of libelous or slan-

derous statements. however, the views expressed may not be 

those of ABATE of Florida Inc. and its Board of Directors, 

or  that of  the Independence Chapter.  

NOTE:  Contributions & gifts to ABATE of Florida, Inc. are 

not deductible as a charitable contribution for Federal  

Income Tax purposes. 

Position Name Phone Number 

President Charles ñGrumpyò 

Bird 

321-863-5223 

Vice President Teresa ñTò Sumner 321-501-5075 

Secretary Teppi Perry 321-591-8001 

Treasurer Ron ñFishyò 

Fashano 

321-544-2610 

Sergeant at Arms Don ñBuzzDò  

Sumner 

321-557-5733          

Legislative / State 
Delegate 

John Buffington  

Newsletter Editor Whitney ñPokeyò 

Sumner 

321-576-4939 

Membership / Per-
sonal Affairs  

Darlene Carter 321-549-1989 

Products Dale Bird 321-863-5225 

Safety Coordinator / 
State Delegate  

James Breslin 321-215-5050 

Asst. Safety Officer Open Position  

Advertising Trevor ñTroubleò 

Elphage 

321-305-1433 

Road Captain Don Sumner  

Public Relations Sherlie   

Web Master / E-mail Mark Grey 321-327-4462 

Chaplain John ñSo-Soò 

Richey 

321-720-1550 

Personal Affairs Darlene Carter 321-549-1989 

Donations Teppi Perry ALL MEMBERS 

Awards Whitney ñPokeyò Sum-
ner 

321-576-4939 

Notary Lauretta Reagan 
Myers  

254-3730  

Next Chapter Meetingð @  
American Legion Post 81 

2909 S. Harbor City Blvd. (US1) 
7:00 PM Sharp  

 
(Located on the east side of US-1, south of SR192,    
1 block north of  University Blvd. Next to Hess Gas 
station)  

Chapter Email contact@abateindependence.org 

Web site www.abateindependence.org 

Newsletter e-mail newsletter@abateindependence.org 

Chaplain johnlr1400@aol.com 

 

Web Site updated regularly 
Be sure and visit the 

 Chapter Web Site: 
 

www.abateindependence.org  
 
Activity pictures, links to legislative sites, links to other ABATE 
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See some dangerous road 

conditions? Then call 
Road Hazard Repair Numbers: 
Brevard County  321-690-6840 
Indian River County 772-770-

5085 

                                

 

 

 

 

Hello Everyone, 

It has been a long cold month and we have been missing 

one another. I know many are getting the e-mail blasts, and 

the newsletter calendar is always online. We are trying to 

keep up with any events that are going around the county as 

best we can; however, we never seem to meet up together as 

one group. 

 

I would like to invite you all to our chapter overnighter in 

Olô Town, Kissimmee. Have dinner, Go play, possible car 

show that weekend, park the bikes and have a great time. 

We meet again for breakfast before the ride home. To date 

we are planned to leave Melbourne on February 18 and re-

turn on the 19th (If we step on anyone elseôs plans or 

events, sorry about that, we have sat down and asked for 

event calendars or flyers and received no response.) Keep 

an eye in the weekly blast for details as Don the Sgt @ 

Arms / Road Capt. is working on getting us a better group 

rate at the area hotels for the night. Last year was a blasté 

 

Bike nights are a good way to get out and share the brother-

hood. Every Friday, 6-9, County Lineï 192 and I-95. No 

redneckinô just us having a good time with old friends. We 

have a bon-fire, drink specials, free billiards, Free entry to 

the nights events and anything else you want to do. AND 

YES BRING THE KIDS!!! There are a couple of eating 

venues close by if more bikers start showing up we may 

even start a BBQ of hamburgers and dogs. If you don't show 

youôll never know. 

 

We are 500+ in membershipé we need more ideas, better 

turn outs, more membership support, and Lord knows better 

involvement. If you don't get involved, you canôt complain! 

Use the website and contact us. Let us know what the board 

can do for you~ 

 

Hope to see you out 

there pushing the broth-

erhood, promoting the 

cause, and getting in-

volved! 

 

Ride Safe, Ride Free, 

and keep the shiny side 

up! 
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Goals and Purposes of ABATE 
 

To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with 
regard to legislative actions and events around 
the state and throughout the country. 

To become a powerful and viable political force in 
legislative matters concerning all motorcyclistôs 
rights. 

To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of  
Florida, Inc. on the state and national level. 
To promote voter registration and motivate  
members to write their legislators. 
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on 

the individual rights. 
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 
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 INSERT MONTH Meeting. 
ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ï Independence Chapter 

Membership Meeting ï American Legion Post 81  

 

DATE:   

CALLED TO ORDER AT:  
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Chaplain's Corner 

Asst. Chaplains:   
Wally Baldwin 544-5793 
Tim Howze 508-4908 

Chaplain  So-So  
waiting for the master 

720-1550 

For God so loved the world, 

that he gave his only begotten Son  

God is at the Window 

 

The Heavy Load 

 

The young man was at the end of his rope. 

 

Seeing no way out, he dropped to his knees in prayer, 

 

ñLord, I canôt go on, ñhe said. ñI have too heavy a cross 

to bear.ò 

 

The Lord replied, ñMy son, if you canôt bear its weight, 

just place your cross inside this room. Then open an-

other door and pick any cross you wish.ò 

 

The man was filled with relief. ñThank you Lord,ò he 

sighed, and did as he was told. 

 

As he looked around the room he saw many different 

crosses; some was so large the tops were not visible. 

Then he spotted a tiny cross leaning against a far wall. 

 

ñIôd like that one, Lord,ò he whispered. 

 

And the Lord replied, ñMy son, thatôs the cross you 

brought in.ò  

 

 

Sometime our burdens and problems seem so great that 

we fail to see the problems of those around us. I feel that 

this is just human nature as our problems are difficult to 

us and it is hard to imagine that others might be suffer-

ing greater hardships than ours at the time.      God Bless  

http://thecountyguard.org/images/eagle-flag.jpg
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Got Picures? Send them to  

 

The Webmaster 

 

And you could see them in the news letter  

or on the web page Photo Album 

 

 

 

WILL BE UPDATED ASAP!!! 

TEXTING BAN FORWARDED IN SENATE 
A bill to ban texting while driving passed a Senate committee on Thursday but may be stalled in the House. 

The proposal, SB 416, would allow law enforcement officers to tack on a ticket for texting to motorists pulled over for other offen-
sives driving offenses. Drivers would face a $30 fine (a second transgression will cost $60 and three points) under the measure 
that was approved 14-1 by a Senate transportation budget subcommittee with Sen. Ellyn Bogdanoff, R-Fort Lauderdale voting 
against it. The bill faces a tough road in the House, where at least one key subcommittee chairman, Eucheeanna Republican Brad 
Drake, has been cool to a ban. Three House bills are bottled up in his committee 
 
RECUSAL REQUIREMENT ADVANCES IN SENATE 
Legislators would be barred from voting on or working to pass or defeat legislation that would result in a financial benefit for them-
selves or their families under a bill approved unanimously Thursday by the Senate Governmental Oversight Committee. The 
measure (SB 552), by Sen. Paula Dockery, R-Lakeland, would require a legislator to publicly disclose their own interest and that of 
close relatives in any legislation if they would enjoy a financial gain ï or be saddled with a financial loss ï that wouldn't be felt by 
the general public if the bill were to pass or fail. "This bill has been filed each of the last four consecutive sessions, and today 
marks the first unanimous vote," Dockery said. "The citizens of Florida deserve to know that their elected officials are acting in 
their best interest. Todayôs vote by the committee puts us one step 
closer to the laws already on the books in 44 other states." The bill 
goes next to the Senate Judiciary Committee, but has three more 
committee assignments after that. Dockery noted in a statement 
Thursday that some "special interest bills," may reach the floor with 
far fewer committee assignments, specifically naming a measure 
that would privatize several prisons, a measure that has gone 
through its only two Senate committee stops. "I encourage all Flo-
ridians who want conflicts of interest out of government to call the 
Senate leadership, and tell them to move this bill," Dockery said. A 
similar bill in the House (HB 359) only has three committee refer-
rals ï but hasn't been put on the agenda in any of them. 
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Starting February we will be set up for 

the BIN run Feb. 4th, The following 

Wednesday we will be at Hooters bike 

night. Third Thursday I will have ei-

ther myself or one of my little helpers 

set up at Long Doggers bike night. If 

you have an event, give me a call.  

321-215-5050 

The Blind Cashier 
 

A woman goes into Cabelaôs to buy a rod 

and reel for her grandson's birthday. She 

doesn't know which one to get, so she just 

grabs one and goes over to the counter.  

The clerk was standing behind the counter 

wearing dark shades. She says to him, 

"Excuse me, sir. Can you tell me anything 

about this rod and reel?" He says, "Ma'am, 

I'm completely blind; but if you'll drop it 

on the counter, I can tell you everything 

from the sound it makes." She doesn't be-

lieve him but drops it on the counter any-

way... He says, "That's a six-foot Shake-

speare graphite rod with a Zebco 404 reel 

and 10-LB. Test line. It's a good all-around 

combination, and it's on sale this week for 

only $20.00." She says, "It's amazing that 

you can tell all that just by the sound of it 

dropping on the counter. I'll take it!" As 

she opens her purse, her credit card drops 

on the floor. "Oh, that sounds like a Master 

Card," he says. She bends down to pick it 

up and accidentally farts. At first she is 

really embarrassed, but then real-

izes......there is no way the blind clerk 

could tell it was her who tooted. Being 

blind, he wouldn't know that she was the 

only person around? The man rings up the 

sale and says, "That'll be $34.50 please."  

The woman is totally confused by this and 

asks, "Didn't you tell me the rod and reel 

were on sale for $20.00? How did you get 

$34.50?" He replies, "Yes, ma'am. The rod 

and reel is $20.00, but the Duck Call is 

$11.00, and the Catfish Bait is $3.50."  
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Here is a summery of some Miscellaneous bills and items that 

are some interest to us, 

 

SB1860 PIP insuranceð There are several bills that address dif-

ferent aspects of this bill. The first : the abuse in Froude, second : 

is to illuminate it (10,000) total and lastly to require it to be paid 

for by the at fault driver. Miami was a major player in PIP coasts.  

 

SB746 Outside smoking at city hallsð this bill was approved on 

Jan 18 2012 that would allow cities and counties to restrict smok-

ing out doors on their property.  

 

SB244 Road rageðThis bill is getting some interest in the senate 

(it has been introduced for several years past.) this also attempts 

to get older drivers out of the passing (left) lane, and adds fines 

up to $500 who injure drivers do to road rage. 

 

SB710  allows up to three resort casinos in Florida, it also deals 

with internet cafes'.  

 

New The  house is actively mapping out the new congressional 

districts at this time. Seven different ones are available. The sen-

ate and the house will accept each others maps.  

 

 

In summery  

We need to continue to be active in supporting out own rights 

and interests by being VOCAL. CALL CALL CALL but be 

friendly and to the point 

 

Thanks  

Buffington 

 

 

 

1996 Harley FXDLR Low-rider. 80 cu.in. Evo. Very clean, 

Under 29,000 Original Miles. Mustang, Jeted, K&N, 

Sampson, Kuryakyn, Chrome Extras, New Tires. Smooth 

reliabale bike. For additional info or pics contact 

Robert Rose 

321-480-8250 
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